Claims 

What is claimed is: 

In a computer system having a graphical user interface including a display and a selection 
5 device, a method of bookmarking a document rendered on the display, the method comprising 
steps of: / 

receiving a first selection signal indicative of the selection device pointing to a desired 
part of the document; and / 

responsive to the first selection signal, displaying a visual indicator representative of a 
10 bookmark with the desired pajrt of the document. 

2. The method of claim 1, wherein the first selection signal is indicative of the selection 
device pointing to a predetermined region of the desired part of the document. 

||V 15 3. The method of claim 2, wherein the first selection signal is indicative of the selection 

| 4 *J device pointing to a user-selected point within the predetermined region, and wherein the visual 

•a indicator is displayed at the user-selected point. 
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!J1 4. The method of claim 1, wherein the visual indicator comprises information identifying 

20 the desired part of the document. 

5. The method of claim 1, further comprising a step of: 

displaying information regarding at least the bookmark based on properties of 
bookmarks. 

25 

6. The method of claim 5, further comprising a step of: 

displaying a list comprising information regarding a plurality of bookmarks based on 
user-selected ones of the properties of bookmarks. 



17 



The me&6dft5f claim 1, further comprising a step of: 

resporf£t^e to^&eiJelection signal, generating a bookmark object represented by the visual 
indicated 

5/^8. The method of claim 7, whe/ein the bookmark object is generated within a user space 
separate from the document. 



9. The method of claim it wherein the bookmark object comprises information linking the 
bookmark object to the desired part of the document. 

1 0. The method of claim 7, wherein the bookmark object comprises user-modifiable 
properties corresponding to the visual indicator. 



1 1 . The method of claim 1 0, 
defining at least one of: a color 
the visual indicator, a placemerf 
visual indicator and textual content 



fi the user-modifiable properties comprise information 
mal indicator, a shape of the visual indicator, a size of 
the vftuaTindictor, a font of the visual indicator, a title of the 
of the visual indicator or links to other locations. 



The method of claim 7, furthep^omprising steps of: 
receiving a removal sign^Tcorresponding to the visual indicator; and 
responsive to the rejarfoval signal, removing, from the display, the visual indicator and 
eliminating the booknjafk object. 



13. The method of claim 1 , further comprising steps of: 

displaying another part of the document and, while the other part of the document is 
being displayed, displaying at least a portion of the visual indicator. 



14. 



The method of claim 13, further comprising steps of: 

receiving a second selection signal indicative of the selection device pointing to the at 
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least the portion of the visual indicator; and 

responsive to the second selection signal, displaying the desired part of the document. 
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15. In a computer system having a graphical user interface including a display, a method of 
placemarking a document rendered on tMe display, the method comprising steps of: 

receiving a discontinuation signpl indicating that the document is to no longer be 
displayed on the display; and 

responsive to the discontinuation signal, generating a placemark object comprising 
information identifying a last-viewed parkof the document, wherein the last- viewed part of the 
document is being displayed when the discontinuation signal is received. 

16. The method of^laim 15, wftere n the placemark object is generated within a user space 
10 separate from the document. / / 

17. The method of claim 15,/whereA the placemark object comprises information linking the 
placemark object to the last- viewed part of the document. 
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18. The method of claim 13, further comprising steps of: 
receiving a display requjest signal indicating that the document is to be re-displayed on 

the display; and 

responsive to the display request signal and based on the placemark object, re-displaying 
the last- viewed part of the document. 

1 9. The method of claim 1 8, further comprising a step of: 
no earlier than the step of re-displaying the last-viewed part of the document and 

responsive to the display request signal, eliminating the placemark object. 
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20. A computer-readable medium comprising computer-executable components for 
bookmarking a document rendered on a di^fflay, the computer-executable components 
comprising: 

a receiver component that is^apable of taking as input a first selection signal indicating 
selection of a desired part of the^ocument; and 

a display component that is capable of causing, in response to the first selection signal, a 
visual indicator to be displayed with the desired part of the document. 



21 . The computer-readable medium of claim 20, wherein the receiver component is capable 
10 of responding to the first selection signal indicating that the selection device is pointing to a 

predetermined region of the desired part of the document. 

22. The computer-readable medium of claim 21, wherein the receiver component is capable 
of responding to the first selection signal indicating that the selection device is pointing to a user- 

15 selected point within the predetermined region, and wherein the display component is capable of 
causing the visual indicator to be displayed at the user-selected point. 

23. The computer-readable medium of claim 21, wherein the display component is capable of 
causing the visual indicator to comprise information identifying the desired part of the document. 
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24. The computer-readable medium of claim 21, wherein the display component is capable of 
causing at least a portion of the visual indicator to be displayed while another part of the 
document is being displayed. 

25 25. The computer-readable medium of claim 24, wherein the receiver component is capable 
of taking as input a second selection signal indicating the selection of the at least the portion of 
the visual indicator, and wherein the display component is capable of causing the desired part of 
the document to be displayed responsive to the second selection signal. 
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26. The computer-readable medkun o£cfaim 21 having further computer-executable 
components comprising: / Slj / 

a generating componen^ayrWponsiyeio the selection signal, is capable of creating a 
bookmark object represented bxjfne visual indicator. 

27. The computer-readable medium of claim 26, wherein the generating component is 
capable of creating the bookmark object within a user space separate from the document. 

28. The computer-readable medium of claim 26, wherein the generating component is 

0 capable of providing, as part of the bookmark object, information linking the bookmark object to 
the desired part of the document. 



29. The computer-readable medium of claim26, wherein the generating component is 
capable of providing, as part of the bookmafK object, user-modifiable properties corresponding to 
5 the visual indicator, the user-modifiaMe properties comprising information defining at least one 
of: a color of the visual indicato^a shape of the visual indicator, a size of the visual indicator, a 
placement of the visual indkror, a font of the visual indicator, a title of the visual indicator and 
textual content of the vjgual indicator. 

10 30. The computer-readable medium of claim 26 having further computer-executable 

components comprising: 

a removal component, responsive to a removal signal corresponding to the visual 

indicator, that is capable of removing, from the display, the visual indicator and that is capable of 

causing the bookmark object to be eliminated; 
15 wherein the receiving component is capable of taking as input the removal signal. 
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31. A computer-readable medium comprising computer-executable components for 
placemarking a document rendered on a display, the computer-executable components 
comprising: 

a receiver component that is capable Jbf taking as input a discontinuation signal indicating 
that the document is to no longer be displajjed on the display; and 

a generating component that, responsive to the discontinuation signal, is capable of 
creating a placemark object, the placprfiark objfect comprising information identifying a last- 
viewed part of the document that is being /displayed when the discontinuation signal is received. 



10 32. The computer-readable medium of claim^l , 
capable of creating the placemark objedf withip a 

33. The computer-readable medium of cpim 3 1 
capable of providing, as part of the pl^cemsp: obje 
1 5 the last- viewed part of the document. 



wherein the generating component is 
space separate from the document. 

wherein the generating component is 

, information linking the placemark object to 



34. The computer-reapable medium ^f claim 3 1 having further computer-executable 
components comprising: 

a display component, responWe to a display request signal indicating that the document 
is to be re-displayed on the ^playjtnat is capable of causing the last- viewed part of the 
document to be re-displayed based pn the placemark object; 

wherein the receiver component is capable of taking as input the display request signal. 



35. The computer-readable mjedium of claim 34 having further computer-executable 
25 components comprising: 

a removal component thit is capable of eliminating the placemark object responsive to 
the display request signal and no earlier than when the display component has caused the last- 
viewed part of the document to/be re-displayed. 
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36. A computer-readable mediurp'tfaving stored thereon a data structure comprising: 

a first data field comprising information linking the data structure to a document; and 
a second data fiehJxomprising information identifying a part of the document being 
marked by the data structure. 

37. The computer-readable medium of claim 36, wherein the data structure is representative 
of a bookmark, and the part of the document being marked comprises a desired part of the 
document. 



3 8 . The computer-re^dal] 
of a placemark, ancRfiiLpart ot 
docur 



mim of claim 36, wherein the data structure is representative 
i6cument being marked comprises a last-viewed part of the 



39. The computer-readable medium of claim 36, wherein the first data field comprises a 
hyperlink. 

40. The computer-readable me^litfnjxJff claim 36, further comprising: 
a third data field compr^ija^ij^formatiqn regarding user-modifiable properties that control 

behavior of a visual indicatj^op?dspon3ing to the data structure. 

41 . The computer-readable medium of cl^jri^, wherein the information regarding user- 
modifiable properties comprises information defining at least one of: a color of the visual 
indicator, a shape of the visual indicator, a size of the visual indicator, a placement of the visual 
indictor, a font of the visual mdicator, a title of the visual indicator and textual content of the 
visual indicator or links teKrther locations. 



42. The computer-readable medium of claim 36, wherein the document is stored on the 
computer-readable medium. 
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43. A computer comprising the computer-readable medium of claim 36 and another 
computer-readable medium, wherein the document is stored on the other computer-readable 
medium. 

44. A computer comprising the computer-readable medium of claim 36 and coupled to a 
remote computer-readable medium, wherein the document is stored on the remote computer- 
readable medium. 
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